
THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH
Introduction
The book is too long to be studied chapter by chapter.  Therefore, this study will be of selected 
sections representing some of the important elements of the book.  The book is complex, not least 
that it does not follow a chronological order.  Therefore, this study will ‘jump’ around as various 
sections are studied, but there will be no attempt to do so chronologically.  Other teachers will 
certainly adopt a different presentation.
How and by whom the book came to be in its present form is unclear.  The Septuagint (Greek 
version) is 1/8 shorter than the Masoretic (Hebrew) version and has variations in the arrangement of 
the text.  Most Bible translations follow the Masoretic version.
Jeremiah’s ministry took place as the Assyrian Empire was collapsing and the Babylonian Empire 
was rising (both to the north).  To the south was Egypt, which saw Judah as a buffer from these 
world powers.  [See attached map]
Timeline of Jeremiah’s Prophetic Career
735 BCE - Judah becomes the vassal (meaning?) of Assyria
627 BCE - Jeremiah’s call, death of Ashurbanipal, Assyrian king, beginning of the end of Assyrian 

kingdom, revolt of Judah [Josiah was king (640-609)] and other vassal nations
622 BCE - Josiah begins religious reform reaffirming the covenant of Moses (why necessary?  

Preceding kings were Amon and Manasseh) and centralizing worship in Jerusalem.
609 BCE - Josiah killed in battle with Egyptians at Megiddo.  Egypt sought to assist Assyria.  Why?  

Jehoahaz, (God has held) fourth son of Josiah made king, deposed by Egypt.  Egypt 
makes older brother, Eliakim, king, changing name to Jehoiakim (raised by God)

605 BCE - Nebuchadnezzer (Babylon) defeats Egypt at Carchemish 
603 BCE - Judah absorbed forcefully into Babylonian Empire, Jeremiah had preached 

acquiescence earning him enemies and retaliation (why?).
598 BCE - King Jehoiakim (609-598) dies during revolt against Babylon, exiles taken to Babylon in 

597.  Jehoiachin (God establishes) [598/7] reigned 3 months as 18 year old, exiled to 
Babylon with 10,000

587 BCE - Last king, Zedekiah (the Lord is my justice) [597-587], placed on throne by Babylon, 
leads a revolt with Egypt resulting in destruction of Jerusalem and exile.  Jeremiah 
remains in destroyed Jerusalem proclaiming oracles of hope

587/5 BCE - Gedaliah, (made great by God) governor appointed by Nebuchadnezzer, assassinated 
(date is debated).  Fearing retribution, refugees flee to Egypt, forcing Jeremiah to go 
with them.  Jeremiah disappears from history.

Editor’s Preface (1:1-3)
This section is similar to other prophetic books (see Isaiah 1:1, Hosea 1:1 or Amos 1:1).
1.  The words of Jeremiah = Yahweh exalts.  Words - preached, written or enacted?  Words (see v.2&4)

Hilkiah = Yahweh is my portion
Anathoth - 3 miles north of Jerusalem in far north of Judah of the southern divided kingdom

Of the priests - Jeremiah was a descendant of Abiathar, one of the chief priests of King David, 
banished to Anathoth by Solomon for supporting Adonijah against Solomon (1 Kings 2:26-27).
Is there any significance that Anathoth was a sign of failure, exile?

Land of Benjamin - last of Jacob’s 12 sons
What do we know of Jeremiah historically?  Theologically? (Of the priests)

2.  Word of the LORD came - note how it defines the life of Jeremiah; no description of how (see verse 4); 
not equated with words of Jeremiah; tied to specific year

Thirteenth year of King Josiah - 627 BCE (ruled 640-609).  Judah a vassal of Assyria since 735.  In 
627, Ashurbanipal, last strong Assyrian king died.  Judah along with other vassals revolted as 



Josiah hoped to rebuild the empire of David and Solomon.  What will be the relationship of 
God’s Word to the geo-political setting?

3.  The word of the Lord came also - tied to a long period, not a one-time event
King Jehoiakim - 609-598, died during unsuccessful revolt against Babylon, which succeeded Assyria 

as the regional power.  First exiles taken to Babylon in 597
Eleventh year of King Zedekiah - 598-587.  587 was destruction of Jerusalem and a second larger 

exile that lasted until 538.
Until the captivity of Jerusalem - Jeremiah’s prophetic tradition heads under the WORD to exile, the 

dismantling of the royal world.  The Holy City is handed over by God to the ruthless Babylon.
Jeremiah’s ministry lasted then from 627-587 B.C.E.  Imagine the shape of his ministry.

Reflection
Is there here a message for us?
Do pastors have a responsibility to ever speak out against our nation’s foreign or domestic policies, 

against a president?
That it took 40 years for God’s word to be fulfilled means what for us?  What would that have meant for 

Jeremiah?  (Habakkuk 3:17-19 is not Jeremiah’s response)

The Call of Jeremiah (1:4-10)
4.  Word of the Lord came - mating of sovereign word and human agent - the understanding of Biblical 

prophets.  The initiative lies with God.  Lutheran understanding of “call”.
5.  The four “I’s” assert that the initiative lies with God, but allows human response, even resistance

Prophet to whom?  Meaning?
6.  Do not know how to speak and only a boy - what gifts or talents does Jeremiah bring to this calling (v. 

1?)?  Boy - age?  How to speak (Who else Biblically?)?
7.  BUT the Lord said - in spite of Jeremiah’s deficiencies, it will happen.  Whatever I command you - 

hopeful or frightful?
8.  Do not be afraid; I am with you - the power and presence of God will have last word

To deliver - the path ahead will be stony, which was described in the Preface
9.  My words, your mouth - Jeremiah is the vessel; he is the object of God’s verbs, not the subject
10. Over - not the kings, not the armies.  But Jeremiah is not the subject, but an object of God’s sovereign 

verbs, and yet he is a necessary element.  (How are they to hear without a preacher? Romans 10:14)
Three pairs, two negative pairs, one positive - the end of Jerusalem, but a new Jerusalem promised?  
Can there be resurrection after death?  See John 2:19, where the same sequence appears about the 

Temple and Jesus
Reflection
When pastors preach the WORD that afflicts the comfortable, are ears as readily open?  Are pastors as 

ready to preach hard words as they are comforting words?  Do pastors seek the welfare of the ‘outs’ as 
readily as the ‘ins’?  What happens when clergy and churches become captive to the powerful, the society 
or a particular political party, rather than the Word of God?

The Cost of Jeremiah’s Call (16:1-9)
1.  Came - again no explanation of how
2.  No wife, no children - celibacy?
3-4 Disease - pandemic?  So many deaths that bodies must be kept in refrigerated trucks, simply left to lie 

where they fall or is sword and famine a clue to a siege that leads to starvation?
5-9 Not allowed to mourn either with pagan rituals [gashing, shaving of head - Leviticus 21:5] or with 

customary rituals.  Note the ritual connection of food and funerals, a ritual shared today.  Taken away: 
peace, steadfast love and mercy; these are?  See 2 Samuel 7:14-16.  

Reflection
Does the penalty for Judah outweigh the sin?  Does the Church today need to take sin more seriously?  

Not the “baby sins”, but those like racism, economic injustice, religious nationalism, etc?
What does it say about God when sacred promises (2 Samuel 7 ) are undone?

Next Week: The Case Against the Nation and Its Kings: 2:20-28; 10:3-10; 22:13-19



THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH - 2
The Case Against the Nation and Its Kings

Review
What did we learn of Jeremiah and his ministry last week?  What was its cost?  How was it sustained?

Examining Judah’s Sin {Faithlessness} (2:20-28)

20 
God had yoked himself to Judah, but they broke that yoke.  God had served them (Exodus, wilderness, 

promised land [2:6-7], but they will not serve God.  Autonomy, life without God, is preferable.
What did they actually do on the high hills?
21
Planted as God’s choice vine, their infidelity transformed them into a wild vine.  Note the theological 

understanding of sin.
22
All attempts to clean themselves up before God fail to scrub away the sin
23-25
Sin is added to sin as they claim not to worship Baal (Hebrew: owner).  Fertility cult that ‘brought’ fertility and 

productivity to the land through sexual rites.  Beside the Baal, associated with a rock phallic symbol, 
was a female figure, Asherah, associated with a tree.

Judah compared to a camel and wild ass in heat seeking lovers, so easily and widely finding them.
God pleads for them to stop being unshod and thirsty - meaning?
26-28
Israel is a thief, caught in that thievery, by God.  The thieves include kings, their court, priests and prophets.  
So there are prophets competing with Jeremiah.  What would they be saying?
Jeremiah turns the Baal symbols around showing their worthlessness: the female tree is addressed as 

father; and the phallic rock as mother.  Let these come and save!

Reflection
Note “you (they) say”: v. 20, 23, 25, 27, 27.  Falsehood and lies out of the defendants’ mouths.
Jeremiah ‘competed’ with other prophets all claiming to speak God’s word.  Can we name any competing 

prophets today?
How are false gods adopted?

Ridiculing the False Gods Being Worshipped (10:3-10)
3-5
Tree is cut down, shaped, decorated, and nailed down and that is their god
They then are planted like scarecrows, unable to speak, walk, or to do anything, yet called ‘gods’.
Do not be afraid of them for they cannot do EVIL, nor are they capable of good.  Therefore, they are ______. 
6-7
None like you, O LORD - hymn of praise
8 - Stupid and foolish - therefore?
9 - But wealth is poured into the idols.  What does this mean for the economy of the nation?
10 - The living God does what the idols can not
11-16
The contrast is repeated, redoubled, reimagined

Reflection
Is this an assertion that God does evil?
How and why would people believe these were gods?  Do we do anything similar?
Are there false gods that are worshipped in this country?
Idolatry, not atheism, is the gravest threat to faith.  True or false

What of the economic life of our nation?



Economic Sin (22:13-19)
Introduction
If verses 18&19 are connected to verses 13-17, then the king is Jehoiakim (609-598).  He was a son of 
Josiah (640-609), who was killed by the Egyptians (see Lesson 1), and thus a descendant of David.  The 
Egyptian ruler, Neco II placed Jehoiakim on the throne.  What would this mean for his rule?

13 - Woe - a funeral lamentation.  How would the king respond?
His house - palace.  Unrighteousness, injustice linked to slave labor and wage theft
Note the verbs in this verse and the next: builds, makes, gives, says, cuts, panels, paints - what is 

Jeremiah doing?
14 - Spacious and spectacular - duplicating Solomon (1 Kings 7:7).  As a vassal of Egypt why do this?  Give 

them bread and circuses and they will never revolt (or recognize the terribleness of their lives).  What 
does it mean to be a leader, then and/or now?

15 - Who competing against?  Good words, justice and righteousness, for King Josiah in whose reign 
Jeremiah was called (627).

16 - Meaning of justice spelled out - judged the cause of the poor and needy.  Meaning?  (See 2 Kings 
22:1-2, continuing thru 23:30).

       Is not this to know me?  Echoes in Matthew 25:31-46.  Note the movement: justice leads to God, and 
not that knowledge of God leads to justice.  What does this mean for evangelism and catechization?

17 - What do these terms refer to?
18 - No funeral mourning for the king, so what would replace?  Alas is same word as woe (verse 13).
19 - Burial of a donkey - the greatest insult, especially of a king.  Those who were in the Markan study will 

remember Gehenna: in Greek (valley of the sons of Hinnom"), a deep, narrow glen to the south 
of Jerusalem, where the idolatrous Jews offered their children in sacrifice to Molech (see 2 Kings 
16:3, 23:10). This valley afterwards became the common receptacle for all the refuse of the city.  Here 
the dead bodies of animals and of criminals, and all kinds of filth, were cast and consumed by fire 
kept always burning.  Over time it became the image of the place of everlasting destruction.  
Translated as ‘hell’ by some translations.

       Jehoiakim’s death (see 2 Kings 24:6 and 2 Chronicles 36:6), so may not have died in Jerusalem.  Is it 
OK if prophecy is not fulfilled in detail?  

Reflection
If we judged our lives and the Church by the standard of verse 16, what would be the verdict?
Is there truth that our nation worships wealth and vilifies the poor?
Where is economic justice, for example: living wage, wage theft, cash bail in the mission of the Church? 
Our nation depends upon farm workers, many undocumented, to do “stoop” labor, but vilifies them at the 

same time.
Should the Church advocate and practice Matthew 20:1-16?  There was an attempt to equalize clergy 

salaries in the 1970’s-80’s among some Lutherans, instead of following business models.  Why did it 
not get much traction?

Was it fair that the nation had to pay for the sins of the king?  Or did the king’s misdeeds become those of 
the nation through power and example?

As citizens of this nation, with the power to select and retain leaders, are we more responsible than those 
without that power?  

A person comes to the pastor: “I think I have lost my faith.  What should I do?”  If the pastor responds not by 
saying pray more, read the Bible, etc.; but instead says: “Go and find a way to do and work for 
justice”, would that be to follow Jeremiah? 

Next Week
The use of metaphors: 16:16-18; 1:11-19; 13:1-11; 13:12-14; 18:1-12; 19:1-15



THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH - 3
Jeremiah’s Use of Metaphors

Review
What did we learn of Jeremiah and his ministry last week?  What questions have arisen?  Is Jeremiah 

making anyone uncomfortable?
Fishing and Hunting (16:16-18)

16  Fishers - catch; hunters hunt.  And the fish and the hunted are killed?
17-18 Idols and abominations
Reflection
When Jesus called his disciples to be fishers, did he have Jeremiah’s use of the metaphor in mind?  If so, 
then we in the rich, Caucasian church, may have misunderstood his ministry.  Fishing might be more about 
justice and overcoming evil rather than personal evangelism (see Amos 4:2).

Almond Tree Branch and Boiling Pot (1:11-19)
11-13
Almond tree = shaqed; I am watching = shoqed.  
To perform my word - echo of Genesis, the Word creates.  Human decisions and governance are always 

provisional.  How does that go down with those who think they can shape history to their desire?
Boiling pot tilted away from the north - where will the water run?  What is the metaphor of the boiling pot?
What is God watching?  The kings thought that history was made and shaped by their decisions.  God 

answers differently.
14-16
Did Jeremiah ask for the meaning of these metaphors, were they supplied by an editor, or did God simply 

continue?
Disaster (v. 14) - translated in most of Old Testament as evil (so KJV here).  Note the inexactness, which 

kingdoms; when; what will happen?  What position does that put Jeremiah in?
Note that God ‘summons’, even as the evil, non-believing nations may not know that.
The reasons for this coming summarized as wickedness (evil) and detailed as violations of which 

commandment(s)?  The punishment (evil) matches the sin (evil).  Can we assume therefore that the 
sin is only religious or will we find that it includes more aspects of the kings’ and Judah’s life?

17-19 
But you tell them everything, leave nothing out (no sugar coating), do not break down - we now know what 

about Jeremiah’s call?
Is Jeremiah on his own?  God dresses him for?  Note the opponents - the nation, political leaders (note that 

kings and princes are plural [WHY?]), the religious establishment, the people of the land (all rural or a 
special class?) - - in short?  Jerusalem will fall, but Jeremiah will stand.

I am with you - is that enough of a promise in the face of the calling?  Note the repetition to verse 8.  Will 
Jeremiah prevail?

Linen Loincloth (13:1-11)
1-7
What is happening here?  
Where is the Euphrates (perath in Hebrew, some suggest should read Parah, only 5 miles NE of Jerusalem) 

in relation to Jerusalem, 400 miles vs. 5?
8-9
Note the emphasis on “word” - word came, thus says
Ruin the pride of Judah, great pride of Jerusalem
10 - Like the loincloth they are where?  Therefore, they are?
11 - Made to cling to God vs. self-made.  Be for me a people, a name, a praise and a glory.  Would NOT!
Reflection
For what or for whom are we good?

Wine Jars (13:12-14)
13 - Note: all the inhabitants, but then who is left out.  Is there a rural-city divide?  Dash, bump, stumble
14 - No pity, no sparing, no compassion, when I destroy.  Remember Jonah 4:11!  Does this word in 

Jeremiah go against God’s character?  Will it be modified or even rescinded later?



Potter and Clay (18:1-12)
1-2
Is seeing necessary to hearing God’s Word, at least in this instance?
3-4
Spoiled - meaning?  Potter reworks, but God allows nation to spoil, hoping it will turn
5-6
Then.  God, like the potter, can do what God chooses
If you should sing, “He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands”, will you hear it differently now?
Do we believe in the immediacy of God’s presence?
7-10
See 1:10, where Jeremiah is given this commission of pluck up, etc.
Note the theology of sin - evil can be transformed and good can become evil; neither is necessarily 

permanent.  Note the “ifs”, life is not fated, we have choices AND so does God!
Change my mind = repent, so KJV
Third verse of “Immortal, Invisible, God” (ELW 834) - ‘But naught changeth thee’ - Is that a Biblical 

statement?  Hebrews 13:8.  See Numbers 23:19
11 - I am a potter.  Genesis 2:7; Romans 9:20-24
12 - Why “no use”?  Is the quotation accurate or an attribution based on actions?  Failure to trust
Reflection
Did seeing the events at the Capitol on January 6 enable any seeing?

Earthenware Jug (19:1-15)
1-2
Elders and senior priests - religious leaders.  They would go?  Son of Hinnom - (see 2 Chronicles 28:3) - 

place of child sacrifice - - theology matters: Exodus 13:1-2 reinterpreted (God’s response - Jeremiah 
`7:31).  What is a potsherd?  Potsherd Gate = Dung Gate [Nehemiah 2:13] (gateway for garbage)?

3-5
Kings and inhabitants of Jerusalem - who is not addressed?  Special burden of political leader.  Forsaken - 

marital infidelity - the closeness of the relationship and the depth of the sin.  Profaned- to make alien 
or foreign.  Notice in verse 4 previous kings are used as a witness against cultic practice.  Blood of 
the innocent - still on cultic practice or social sins (See 22:17)?  Did not enter my mind!

6-9
Topheth = fireplace, renamed.  Plans of kings and political elites - will be undone and replaced with a siege 

leading to starvation and cannibalism.  There is no call for repentance, that time has passed,
10-13
Jug is broken.  Note the threefold use of “fireplace”.  Note again houses of Jerusalem and of kings
14-15
In the LORD’s house.  Disaster upon this city and all its towns
Stiff necks?  Exodus 19:5-6 stated there was an “if” in the covenant, which royal ideology denied.
Jeremiah’s words are not near as stark or vivid as were God’s.  Why?  Is God’s Word dependent upon 

Jeremiah’s words?  Ears that will not hear!
Disaster = evil.  Did you note the numerous repetitions of “I” throughout these 15 verses?

No Balm in Gilead (8:22)
Verse 16 makes clear a massive invasion is underway.  Balm is resin from the balsam tree, heals wounds

Good Figs-Bad Figs (Chapter 24)
Which are which and why?  
Reflection
Jeremiah is called to confront the royal ideology that Jerusalem was the home of God and therefore 

invincible.  Is there any United States’ ideology that is similar (Jenny Cudd, who boasted of “breaking 
down” House Speaker Pelosi’s office door said: “To me, God and country are tied - to me, they’re one 
and the same [source: Religion News Service])?  

If our pastor said her/his calling was to be against the nation & presidents, what would be the response?
The Spiritual (ELW 614) answers Jeremiah’s question affirmatively.  What did that take among slaves?
Next Week: The Temple Sermon - 26:1-6 & 7:1-15; 26:7-24



THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH - 4
 The Temple Sermon (Chapter 26:1-6 and Chapter 7:1-15)

Review
What did we learn of Jeremiah and his ministry last week?  Questions?  Concerns?

Introduction
There are two accounts of Jeremiah’s “Temple Sermon”.  We will look at the shorter version in Chapter 

26, then the longer in Chapter 7, and conclude with the response to the sermon in Chapter 26.

Historical Context
Judah was defeated at Megiddo in 609 BCE by Neco II (Egyptian) and Judah’s king, Josiah, was killed.  

Josiah’s son Jehoshaphat replaced, but ruled only three months and was carried off to Egypt.  Neco II then 
put Jehoiakim, another son of Josiah, on the throne to rule as a vassal of Egypt.  See 2 Kings 23:28-37

Short Version
26:1 Beginning of the reign - if Jehoiakim’s accession year, then 609 BCE.  Imagine the poet laureate at a 

Presidential Inauguration speaking such words.
2 - LORD’s house - speak to all the cities of Judah, do not hold back a word (at the coronation, a festival).  

Why is this ominous?  We have no report of Jeremiah’s actual sermon, only the directive.
3 - Hope for repentance - remember Jonah!  Change my mind - (KJV ‘repent’).  Future of the city and 

country is in the peoples’ hand.  God will act on their response.  The future is open, not determined by 
“God’s will.”

4 - If you will not - the life of the nation hangs in the balance, depending upon Torah obedience
5 - Prophets sent urgently - which ones?
6 - Like Shiloh - 18 miles N of Jerusalem, home of the Levitical priesthood, destroyed by Philistines in 

twelfth century BCE.  Micah (742-687 according to Micah 1:1) had proclaimed destruction a century 
earlier (3:12).  See also Psalm 78:59-66
Make this city a curse

Reflection
Imagine our pastor saying that Washington, DC will be a curse.
God binds his actions to the peoples’ actions.  What does this say to our freedom?  What does this say to 

God’s freedom?

Longer Version 7:1-15
7:3 - Let me dwell with you or I will let you dwell.  The Creed was that God did dwell there.  The Temple 

was the ________ of God.
4 - Why was it deceptive (lying, false) to say: “This is the temple of the LORD” and what was the theology 

behind that phrase?  If they could not trust in the Creed, then what were they to trust?  Faith and 
obedience had been separated.

5-6 - Is it significant that acting with justice here precedes obeying the First Commandment?  Note the 
trio: alien, orphan and widow - what is significance of these three?

7 - Gave to your ancestors (“and to you” is not said).  Note that 2 Samuel 7:16 made a forever promise of 
the Davidic throne.  Retention of the land is not by such a promise, military might, by temple worship, 
but by the practice of justice and obedience.

8 - Deceptive words, again.  Is the jig up?
9 - The Second Table again precedes the First Table.  Worship and daily life are uncoupled.
10 - We are safe - the Temple Theology
11 - God’s house a den of robbers in your sight (Matthew 21:13).  I am watching.  Temple worship, per se, 

is not the problem, but daily life.  Individual lives vs. systemic life.
12 - Shiloh, where I made my name dwell - theology of name.  Nationalistic theology - Shiloh rejected, but 

Jerusalem chosen forever
13 - Spoke (how?) persistently, but you did not listen.
14 - The place that I gave to you and your ancestors



15 - ‘Out of my sight’ - means?  Offspring of Ephraim - the Northern Kingdom, Israel, which was defeated 
by Assyria in 723 BCE

16 - While not part of the ‘sermon’, note the finality.  Your prayers of intercession will not be heard!
20 - Remember Jonah and the animals, not so here!
Reflection
Have we, especially as Lutherans, made faith to be too much about the First Table and not enough of the 

Second?
Response To The Temple Sermon (Chapter 26:7-24)

26:7 - Note ‘prophets’ - there are competing voices speaking in God’s name.  How does one know which 
is the true voice?  ‘These words’ - the actual words are not important, only that Jeremiah delivers the 
message faithfully.

8 - Everyone responds that Jeremiah deserves death.  What is his crime?
9 - Why have you prophesied - the message is beyond comprehension.  Why?  Is lynching imminent?
10 - All the people in verse 7 did not include the {leaders, rulers or princes - other translations}.  If these 

absent, then was not a coronation.
11 - How or on what basis had they determined that Jeremiah was a false prophet?  Note its immediacy.
12 - Jeremiah’s only defense.
13 - The choice is repeated, even under the threat of death.  The hour is late, but there is time for 

repentance.
14 - Jeremiah willingly accepts his fate at their hands.
15 - BUT I was sent.  ‘In TRUTH.’  Is Jesus’ trial an echo?
16 - The prophecy is recognized, (note the new division), but will it be believed and acted upon?  

Deuteronomy 18:21-22 established the test for determining the truthfulness of a prophecy?  How is 
that unhelpful in the moment?

17 - Who would be elders of the land?  Is this evidence of some urban-rural divide?  Was ‘all the people’ 
 in verse 7 a bit of exaggeration?

18 - An historical recounting of similar prophecy by Micah (Micah 3:12).  Hezekiah ruled 715-687.  When 
was this in relation to Jeremiah?  Should something be made that both Micah and Jeremiah were 
from villages?

19 - Hezekiah acted on Micah’s prophecy of judgment with no alternative and God repented.  Killing 
Jeremiah would therefore be horribly wrong.

20-23 - The editor of the book inserts an example of how King Jehoiakim dealt with prophets who 
delivered unwanted prophecies.  Note that it is later and not contemporaneous with Jeremiah and the 
lengths to which the king was willing to go to get rid of the messenger.  The burial signifies what?  
Why is this account placed here?

24 - Jeremiah’s life is preserved by action(?) of Ahikam.  Was this a solo action or was there a group who 
was opposed to the nation’s direction?  But did the king agree or consent with this action?
Ahikam was an officer who had served the previous king Josiah (640-609); his father, Shaphan, was 
Josiah’s secretary.  Perhaps Josiah’s influence carried over in this first year of the new king’s reign.  
No suggestion of a role by God, but on another occasion God is the actor (36:26).  The rough and 
tumble of court life (politics) can safeguard the prophetic word.  

Reflection
Does the United States have a royal ideology (perhaps: the city set upon the hill) that prevents us from 

seeing some truths about our nation?  Did that ideology have any play in the Vietnam war?
Looking to political personalities rather than Jesus for salvation is the worst kind of mistake a Christian 

can make, Kinzinger (Republican Illinois Representative) said. “There are many people that have 
made America their god, that have made the economy their god, that have made Donald Trump their 
god, and that have made their political identity their god.” Quoted January 28, 2021 in The Atlantic

On the other hand, many Evangelical Christians view Donald Trump as Cyrus.

Next Week: The Yoke of the Lord (Chapter 27-28:17)



THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH - 5
The Yoke of the LORD (Chapter 27-28:17)

Review
What did we learn of Jeremiah and his ministry last week?  It’s important to ask how this ministry was 

sustained over years.  Was Jeremiah alone?  Was there a community that supported him?

Context
Part of the complexity of this book is its non-chronological arrangement.  That is vividly demonstrated in 

today’s study.  Last week’s Chapter 26 occurs in 609 BCE with Jehoiakim as king.  Chapter 27-8 occurs in 
594/3 with Zedekiah as king, a difference of some 15 years.  Babylon made its first invasion into Jerusalem 
in 598 and had already begun exiling the country’s citizens.  With the length of this study, we will move a bit 
faster than other weeks.

27:1 - The Septuagint does not have this verse.  The Masoretic text has Jehoiakim (so KJV), which is 
obviously a scribal or editorial error (so NIV).  Why obviously?

2 - In the context of the nation in the process of being defeated by Babylon, what does the yoke 
symbolize?  Is it the yoke of Babylon, God or both?  It is I, note repeated “I’s”.  I, not Babylon.  Note 
the Exodus allusion in v. 5. 

3 - Envoys come plotting a united front against Babylon
4-6 - But God has made Nebuchadnezzar his servant to be lord over lands and animals (remember 

Jonah).  Does God still use violent and unfaithful nations to enact his will?
7 - UNTIL - His rule shall cover 3 generations, but then end.  Cyrus, Persian, defeated Babylon in 538, 

allowing for return to Jerusalem ending 70 years of exile.  Nations live in world of moral 
accountability!

8-11 - The awful choice - bow to Babylon and stay on the land or resist and face destruction.  Note the list 
of alternative voices.  What voices might we add today?

12-15 - Jeremiah delivers the message to the king.  Have we in the Lutheran tradition made too much of 
separating faith and politics?  I have Lutheran relatives who “love” their pastor because he never 
touches anything political.  Does doing so put politics in a realm apart from God?

16-21 - Jeremiah now speaks to the religious leaders and the populace.  After a partial sacking of the 
Temple by Babylon, those leaders are predicting victory and the return of the sacked sacred 
vessels.  Jeconiah (the LORD establishes), also spelled Jehoiachin, the son of Jehoiakim, 
became king at age 18 when his father was killed in battle.  He ruled for only 3 months and 
was deported to Babylon.  Nebuchadnezzar replaced him with Jeconiah’s uncle (Jehoiakim’s 
brother), Mattaniah, renaming him Zedekiah [the LORD is righteous] (see 2 Kings 24:8-17).  
What’s the subtlety in the naming?

Jeremiah proposes a test of the other prophets not unlike Elijah and the prophets of Baal (1 Kings 
18).

With the first group of deportees and the sacking of the temple, the royal ideology had to have been 
badly shaken.  But these verses demonstrate that it still had oxygen, and would be 
reinvigorated.

22 - UNTIL - a word of hope, light in the darkness?  God’s regard for Judah has not ended!!!!  BUT it is 
not grounded in the Royal Ideology, which is being demolished, only in God alone

Reflection
Should the Church be more involved in the issues of the day with a prophetic voice?
Is the tying of Evangelicals to the Republican Party a warning?
Some in Latin America view the United States as the “colossus of the North”



The Prophet Hananiah Confronts Jeremiah Publicly

28:1-4 - Hananiah (the LORD has been gracious), his name may be a clue to his prophecy.  How so?
Son of Azzur (one who helps).  Gibeon (hill) 6 miles north of Jerusalem, Levitical (priestly, descended 

from Levi) city. 
Hananiah offers a competing prophecy using the yoke metaphor.  Within two years?  
Other than listening to what we want to hear, how is the true prophet to be determined when both 

speak in the NAME of God?
How shall we understand the motivation of this prophecy, if he was not a charlatan?

5-9 - Jeremiah responds.  Prophets generally speak hard words, not comforting ones.  What solution 
does Jeremiah offer for this quest for Truth?  (See Acts 5:38-39)

10-11 - Hananiah reacts.  Is Jeremiah conceding, giving up, waiting for two years to pass?
12-16 - Sometime - what is the time between vs.1&17?  Is the Lord slow?  2 Peter 3:9. Habakkuk 2:3

      Iron bars replace wooden ones - meaning?  Even the wild animals - Book of Jonah. 
Nebuchadnezzar has become the “New Adam” having dominion over nations and the animals.

      Are Jeremiah’s words in verses 15 faithful to what he was sent to say?  What about 16?
Note “has not sent” and “going to send”

      Rebellion against the LORD - meaning?
17 - That same year - no waiting for the two years 

Is this a confirmation that Jeremiah spoke faithfully in verse 16?  Or?  
What effect, if any, might this death have had upon Jeremiah’s opponents?  
Or is the Royal Theology so deeply entrenched, that even in the face of the first exile, that it can 

not be shaken?

Reflection
What resources do we have today in the quest for Truth other than Jeremiah’s method of waiting?
Jeremiah Johnson (so-called Trump Prophet), has shut down his ministry after apologizing for 

prophesying that Donald Trump would be re-elected and facing extreme backlash (Religion News 
Service, March 8, 2021).

What does it take to turn leaders and nations around today, if that is necessary?

Next Week: The Laments of Jeremiah and God - 18:18-23; 20:7-13;  20:14-18; 4:19-26; 12:7-13



THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH - 6
Jeremiah’s Laments Against God For His Calling

[11:18-23; 12:1-6; 15:10-21; 17:14-18; 18:18-23; 20:7-13; 20:14-18] 
Review
What did we learn of Jeremiah and his ministry last week?  Questions?  Concerns?

18:18-23
 18 - A plot against Jeremiah’s life, not just reactionary, but strategic (Mark 3:6).  (Make plots = follow our 

own plans in verse 12.)  By whom?  Reason - destroying the pillars of religious life: priestly 
instruction (Torah), the counsel of the wise (who?), and prophetic word.  The bind when ‘truth’ 
is challenged by TRUTH.  They see Jeremiah, but can not, will not see God in Jeremiah.  

Charges - remember last week - 26:8-11.
Who or what would have been source of these words?

19 - Just a plea to hear, or more?
20 - Faithful service brings death threat, yet for these same people Jeremiah had interceded 

(when?  See 15:1; 7:16)
21-22 - Vengeance against the opponents was enacted by the invaders (Psalm 137:8-9 ELW includes this 

Psalm, previous hymnals omitted)
23 - Stands Psalm 51:1-2 on its head

Reflection
In his pain, has Jeremiah skewed the understanding of God?
Do we dare call this a prayer?
Can we pray in a similar manner and still be faithful?

Background to 20:7-13
If 20:1-6 is chronological to the lament, then Jeremiah has just been taken into custody by the temple 

police, beaten by Pashhur (‘splitter’) and spent overnight in the stocks for proclaiming the coming 
destruction of the city of Jerusalem (see 19:1-9 from Session3, then 20:1-6)).  Note the sharp change in tone 
from 1-6 to 7 and beyond.

7.  Enticed - seduction becomes rape (see 2 Samuel 13:14).  God’s raw, primitive power prevailed.
Laughingstock, everyone mocks - the result of speaking God’s Word

8.  Not enough to just speak, must cry out - violence, destruction of the holy city.  God’s Word is reproach 
and derision.  Ezekiel 3:3 - I ate the scroll (the WORD) and it was sweet as honey.

9.  Jeremiah’s double bind - tries to not speak God’s Word, but cannot prevail.
10. Whispering campaign - Jeremiah’s name has become ‘Terror’. (See v. 3&4).  Even his close(!) friends 

seek to seduce and rape - prevail.
11. Having emptied the vitriol against God, trust is now possible.  (Let’s examine this sudden change.)

BUT the LORD is with me, persecutors will not prevail.  Genuine trust, but also reminding God to act.
They will not succeed (but God will).

12. The closing - a petition for an equitable settlement - retribution (vengeance) upon those seeking 
vengeance against Jeremiah.

13. The prophet could have sung: I am weak, but thou art strong.  His prayer centers on being overcome 
and overcoming.  Both are the work of God.  Paul (2 Corinthians 11:30) boasts of his weakness.  See 
also 2 Corinthians 12:9.

Reflection
Would our prayer life be more healthy if our prayers were as honest as Jeremiah’s?
Some have called this lament section blasphemous.  How would you respond?
The loneliness of proclaiming God’s Word
Whispering campaigns against pastors for their preaching or teaching are still a reality.  Is there an 

alternative?
Have you experienced God seeming far away when doing or saying the faithful, but unpopular?
Criticism of clergy, especially of women clergy, for dress or appearance are no less destructive.



20:14-18
 14 - Did Jeremiah’s mood change so rapidly from verse 13, or was this section positioned here as a 

collection of similar material?  Note that it is addressed to no one.
15 - Were men excluded from the birth?  Births were by midwives.
16 - The news bearer is to be accounted as one deserving death from God’s hand vs. Jeremiah the 

“news” bearer who is rejected
17 - His crime?
18 - A summary of Jeremiah’s feelings regarding his ministry.  But like Job, he does not curse God.  “Take 

up your cross and follow me.”  “Those who seek to save their life will lose it.”

Reflection
How can clergy be supported to avoid burnout and depression?
When was the last time you complimented our Pastor on her ministry?

God’s Laments Over the Nation (4:19-26; 12:7-13)
4:19-26
19 - Anguish - literally “bowels”, so KJV.  Sound of the trumpet - the invasion has begun, or is imagined
20 - Devastation is total, pictures of Hiroshima 
21 - The battle flag and the call to advance
22 - Know - Watch for Genesis allusions; knowing God - knowing to do good.  Other knowledge is useless
23 -Jeremiah sees what God has seen.  Waste and void, no light - Genesis 1.  KJV - without form and 

void translates parallel to Genesis, why NRSV did not is a question
24 - Earthquakes - the undoing of the Creation continues
25 - Humanity gone, the birds flee the destruction (opposite allusion to Noah and birds in Genesis 8?)
26 - No springs in the desert - Advent text - Isaiah 35

Reflection
Some scientists believe areas like Phoenix will become uninhabitable because of heat and lack of water.  
How is our stewardship of the Creation?
Previously asked if there was a rural-city divide in guilt.  But all (v. 26) will pay the price.

12:7-13
7 - Note the three “I’s”.  Forsaken (in Jeremiah, a charge against the nation - 2:13; 5:7; 9:13; 19:4), 

abandoned, given - the pathos.  What is the Biblical content of ‘heritage’ or ‘inheritance’?  House - 
nation, temple or both?

8 - What is the metaphor of ‘lion’?  How does it function with Judah?  Her voice against me - hate
9 - What are the metaphors of hyena, birds of prey, wild animals?  The Peaceable Kingdom is out of 

reach
10 - Who were the shepherds?  “I am the Good Shepherd”.  The shepherds are responsible for the 

destruction.  With office comes responsibility.  
11 - Threefold use of ‘desolate’ follow use in v. 10.  No one lays it to heart - meaning?  Here is the depth 

and intensity of God’s grief.
12 - Spoilers are?  Yet it is God’s sword (hearkens back to Exodus 22:24).  All stand condemned.  God 

has declared war against the beloved. 
13 - The Creation returns to chaos.  Creation was declared very good (Genesis 1:31), now it is declared 

evil.  Theological imagination is coupled with political realism.

Reflection
How do we hold our shepherds accountable?  How do we make sure they are good shepherds?
Is this poem pre-destruction or post?  In both cases, how would people have responded?

NEXT WEEK: The Scrolls of Baruch (Chapter 36)



THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH - 7
The Scrolls of Baruch (Chapter 36)

Review
What did we learn of Jeremiah and his ministry last week?  What did you make of God’s laments?

1 - The year is 605, same year as battle of Carchemish. 
2 - Is the scroll an edition of the book of Jeremiah?  How large would the scroll be - 627-605?  All the 

words - do we have them all?  Note whose words!!  A written Word of God.
3 - If Judah is to hear, then what is assumed?  Remember though that these are not current words, but 

ones already delivered.  Yet note the intent - there is room even in midst of condemnation for 
forgiveness.  Note God’s uncertainty about the effect of these words.

4 - Baruch = blessed; a scribe (see v. 32).  Neriah = lamp of God; All the words - length of time in 
dictation?  Jeremiah has a great memory - 22 years.  Baruch appears first in the book in chapter 32, 
but that occurs later chronologically

5 - Why prevented from entering the Temple?  Because of Temple Sermon (609 BCE) [lesson 5]?  
6 - Why read on a fast day?  What was a fast day?
7 - Purpose of reading?  Wrath may be turned to ......?
8 - It is done as Jeremiah commanded
9 - Note the date (604) and passage of time.  Is the time because of the dictation or faith in waiting for 

such a day?  Proclaimed a fast - why?  Nebuchadnezzer, king of Babylon defeats Ashkelon, which is 
just to the west of Judah on the sea coast.  What is to be the fate of Judah?  A fast is the response.  
What response do God and Jeremiah seek beyond the fast (Isaiah 58:1-9)?  Jehoiakim declares 
allegiance to Babylon.  What follows such an action?

10 -  The Word(s) of God (Jeremiah) are read in public, to change public policy, and to bring about 
public transformation.  Gemariah = God has accomplished.  Son of Shaphan = hyrax, the mammal.  
Secretary = scribe.  How many heard?  In 2 Kings 22:8 Shaphan receives the Book of the Law and 
reads it to King Josiah who responds with repentance (622 BCE) and begins religious reforms

11-12 - Micaiah = who is like God?  Grandson of Shaphan.  What would we call the secretary’s chamber 
today?  Elishima = God has heard.  Delaiah = God has drawn.  Elnathan = God has given; the father 
of Nehushta, the king’s mother.  Achbor = mouse.  Zedekiah = God is righteousness, to be the last 
king.  Hananiah = God has been gracious.

13 - The contents of the scroll are reported to the king and the ruling class.  What does it mean that they 
were not at the Temple (verses 9&10 said ‘all the people’)?

14-18 - For a mundane job, Jehudi’s father, grandfather and great-grandfather are named.  Is something 
more afoot?  The scroll is read causing alarm, fear.  The king needs to hear.  WHY?  Baruch reports 
origin of scroll, but not of the words (verse 4).  

19 - Go and hide - why?  Support for Jeremiah comes from civil authorities, not the religious leaders.  
Why?  How would you label the actions of the princes?   Do leaders need a naysayer?

20-21 - Contents of scroll reported to king, who requests that it be read
22-23 - King burns the scroll, no fear.  See note on v. 10 above concerning Josiah
24-26 - Cut (v. 23) = tear or rend.  No repentance (tearing), king refuses to listen to his advisors and 

orders arrest of Baruch and Jeremiah.  But the LORD hid them.  Did God do anything (verse 19)?  The 
interplay between God and us.

27-28 - A new scroll is commanded
29-31 - Scroll’s content made clear.  The punishment of King Jehoiakim.  In spite of 30, Jehoiakim’s son, 

Jehoiachin, was to rule for three months before Jerusalem fell in 597
32 - New scroll is dictated, but contains additions.  What were these similar words (see verse 2)?  Is this 

an early edition of the Book of Jeremiah?

Reflection
Does the uncertainty of God in verse 3, change or affect your idea of God?
In verses 10, the words of Jeremiah are read.  The hope is that those words would be heard as God’s 

Word.  How does that come about?  A current example: Sidney Powell, Trump’s former lawyer now claims 



that reasonable people would understand that her statements of “Stop the Steal” were not facts, but claims 
awaiting proof.

That the written words were designed for the repentance of Judah affect how we read and understand 
them?  Who prepares words for the “king” today?

Have we domesticated the Bible by making it so much about personal salvation, and not about life today 
and justice?

Is Baruch’s reading of the scroll in any way similar to Luther and the 95 Theses?

Next Week: 29:1-14 ; 51:59-64; 32:1-15; chapters 40-44; chapter 30; 31:8-10, 15-16, 31-34



THE BOOK OF JEREMIAH - 8
Words to the Exiles in Babylon 29:1-14

Review
Questions?  Comments!  Is Jeremiah becoming more real as a person?  What of his faith?

Summary:  The year is 594/593.  Among the exiles in Babylon, prophets are prophesying against God’s 
word and intentions.  Jeremiah sends God’s word to the exiles to make Babylon their home and live normal 
lives, including prayers for Babylon, “for in its welfare you will find your welfare.”

Symbolic Action Against Babylon (Chapter 51:59-64)
Summary: The year is 593.  King Zedekiah is traveling to Babylon, probably to explain the plot against 

Babylon (this was Lesson 5 - The Yoke of the Lord chapter 27-28:17).  Jeremiah commands Seraiah, the 
brother of Baruch, to take a scroll that Jeremiah wrote prophesying the disaster (evil) that will come to 
Babylon.  The action recalls the Egyptian sinking in the Exodus and is done through prayer in Babylon.

Babylon, a tool of God, is now condemned for carrying out that mission.
 

Jeremiah Buys a Field 32:1-15
Summary: The year is 588, Jerusalem is being besieged, the end is at hand.  Jeremiah is in prison accused 
of desertion to the enemy for attempting to leave Jerusalem during a lifting of the siege (37:11-21).  God 
commands Jeremiah to purchase a field, which he does though in prison with the aid of Baruch.

After Fall of Jerusalem, Jeremiah Stays in Jerusalem (Chapter 40-44)
Summary: When Jerusalem fell, Jeremiah was in prison by order of King Zedekiah for prophesying 

against the nation.  Taken captive by Babylon, Jeremiah was given the choice of going to Babylon or 
remaining in Judah which had been largely stripped bare, leaving landless peasants.  Jeremiah chose to 
stay with the Babylonian appointed governor, Gedaliah, and the people.  How would this special treatment 
have been viewed?  When Gedaliah is assassinated along with others, the assassin forces Jeremiah to go 
to Egypt.  These exiles are soon worshipping idols and refuse the warnings of Jeremiah.  We do not know 
what became of Jeremiah.

The Words of Consolation (Chapter 30; 31:8-10, 15-16, 31-34)
Summary: Scholars debate the dating of these sections: early in Jeremiah’s ministry, after the fall of 

Jerusalem, or added even after his ministry ended by an editor.  Which is more likely?
Chapter 30 announces the salvation of Israel and Judah.  There will be a Davidic king (v. 9), Israel’s 

restoration (v. 18), and a renewal of the covenant (v. 22)
Chapter 31 announces the restoration and reunification of God’s people as a kingdom.  Verse 10-13 was 

adopted into a canticle in LBW (Green hymnal): Listen! You Nations of the World.  Matthew 2:18 sees 
verse15 as a fulfillment prophecy in the Slaughter of the Innocents.  Ramah was 5 miles north of Jerusalem, 
and like in the Holocaust was perhaps a departure point of exiles to Babylon.  Verse 28 repeats the content 
of Jeremiah’s calling at 1:10.  Verses 29 and 30, repeated in Ezekiel 18:1-2 likely come from the second 
generation of exiles.  There will be no more of the punishment of Deuteronomy of 5:9.

Verses 31-34 announce the cutting (literal) of a new covenant.  While a totally different covenant, the 
announcement uses the “old” term of cutting - animal sacrifice where the human participants walked 
between the halves of the slaughtered animals (see 34:18).  What would this signify?  Surely coming (v. 31) 
is indefinite.  Covenant does not equal testament, as in Old and New.  It is all grace for Israel and Judah (v. 
31), but is a promise of reunification - Israel (v. 33).  Husband relationship (v. 32).  Basis for the covenant 
remains the SAME - LAW (v. 33).  But now that law will not be external, but internal (heart was not center of 
emotions, but of will and decision).  Thus, not external to be resisted, but will be identity establishing, 
obeying as natural as breathing.  “Know” is an intimate knowledge (Genesis 4:1) of who God is and what 
God desires - justice.  And what is the constituting foundation and basis for this new covenant?  Forgiveness 
- the old cycle of sin and punishment is abolished, by grace.  Sin will be put out of God’s mind by 
forgiveness.  Israel has not changed, but God has!  “Who is this who EVEN forgives sin? (Luke 7:49)”



Some Christians on the basis of Hebrews 8, 9 and 10, read Israel out of this covenant.  Paul (Romans 11) 
argues that the gifts and calling of God are irrevocable (v. 29).

Fulfillment of God’s Promise (Chapter 33:14-18)
These verses (14-26) are not in the Septuagint (Greek translation of the Hebrew).  What does that mean 

for our understanding of these verses?
The Masoretic (Hebrew text of Jeremiah) regards the kingship as a primary problem for faith.  But this 

promise lifts up a king who will be “kingly” - executing justice and righteousness (1 Kings 10:9).  Yet 
Jeremiah 22:30 promised an end to the Davidic kingship.

Reflection: What do we want from our leaders?  Do justice and righteousness enter our thinking or are 
we attached to party labels?

What do we do when there competing promises from God in this Biblical book?

Summary Reflection: What have you learned?  What do you disagree with?  What will you keep with 
you?  Has your faith and life been affected?

Is it correct to read Jeremiah only historically, looking back, or can we read him also speaking directly to 
us in our historical setting?

Has the Church focused too much on personal salvation, and not enough on justice?
Who said this and when: “Tolerance of serious wrong by leaders sears the conscience of the culture, 

spawns unrestrained immorality and lawlessness in the society, and surely results in God’s judgment.”
Has the study affected your view of today’s leadership or the kind of leadership that you want?
Final thoughts.  Where do we go now?



Christian nationalism, an ideology rooted in the belief that the United States is a Christian 
nation and that Christians must both maintain and advance their privileged status. The 
Christian nationalist movement shares many of the same beliefs as the white nationalists, 
including an attachment to an “authoritarian father figure” running the country, Johnson 
explained. Calling Harris a Jezebel foments their worst fears: that they will be replaced; that 
their fate is in the hands of a godless, amoral Black woman. 

the anger's always been simply about me not bending the knee to one guy," Sasse said.

recently disowned him.
Two days after Mr. Kinzinger called for removing Mr. Trump from office following the Jan. 6 
riot at the Capitol, 11 members of his family sent him a handwritten two-page letter, saying 
he was in cahoots with “the devil’s army” for making a public break with the president.
“Oh my, what a disappointment you are to us and to God!” they wrote. “You have 
embarrassed the Kinzinger family name!”
The author of the letter was Karen Otto, Mr. Kinzinger’s cous- in, who paid $7 to send it by 
certi- fied mail to Mr. Kinzinger’s father — to make sure the congressman would see it, which 
he did. She also sent copies to Republicans across Illinois, including other members of the 
state’s congressional dele- gation.
“I wanted Adam to be shunned,” she said in an interview.
A 42-year-old Air Natio

Increasingly, people in the pew derive their moral meaning from their politics.  Instead of 
allowing their faith to shape their political perspectives, many Christians now interpret their 
faith through the prism of their political ideology.  Pastor Peter Marty, Christian Century, 
February 24, 2021

Andrew Whitehead, who has spent several years researching Christian 
nationalism at Indiana University–Purdue University Indianapolis, defines 
it as the belief that America is a Christian nation, one that should privilege 
white, native-born politically conservative Christians. 

Jeremiah Bible Study Is Coming
With the coming of warmer weather, vaccinations and the lessening of COVID infections, 

also comes the opportunity of gathering for Bible study.  In response to last year’s requests, 
Wayne Kendrick has prepared an eight-week study on the prophet Jeremiah.  As with recent 
studies, it will be held in two weekly sessions: one at 9:30 AM at Georgetown and one at 
Trinity at 7:00 PM.  The study will begin on April 12 and conclude June 7 (taking Memorial 
Day off).  Being held in the fellowship halls of each congregation will allow social distancing 
and protection from adverse weather.



Jeremiah is long and non-chronological, so there will be no attempt to study the entire 
book.  Instead, we will look at themes, theology and the prophet himself; putting each into 
their historical setting as best we can.  The study, however, will not just look at Jeremiah’s 
historical setting, but will also raise hard questions about what God through Jeremiah might 
be saying to our current theological and political crises.

It is hoped that there will be a number of first-timers, as well as the regulars involved in 
this study.  Please do not be put off by any lack of Bible study - every attempt has been 
taken to make the study accessible and meaningful.  Neither is having to miss a weekly 
session a reason not to participate (and you may bounce between the morning and evening 
sessions).  Weekly study sheets will be provided in class; and to those who miss a week by 
email or regular mail.

In preparation, you may want to do a skim or a read through of the book.
You are requested to sign up for the study, either by phoning Wayne: 715-822-3082 or 

emailing: wjkendrick@gmail.com.  Please state whether you are fully vaccinated (at least two 
weeks after second shot), have received the first shot, or are awaiting vaccination.

Thank you!

mailto:wjkendrick@gmail.com

